
Headteacher :                  Mr G Hall  
Parish Priest:         Father Tony 

Tel 01706 216190 
www.stjamesthelessschool.co.uk 

St James the Less Splash News 

July 2020 

 

   

 

This is our final splash newsletter for the year 2019 to 2020 
To say that this has been an unusual year would be a gross understatement with the second half of this academic year 
being turned upside down with the global pandemic. The many things that we would have done were dramatically cut 
short while, at the same time, we were pushed into online learning which brought its own challenges for both school 
and home.  
Despite all these challenges I would like to think that St James the Less coped admirably throughout the lockdown and 
partial reopening when we were able to bring more children back into school.  Sadly, it was not possible to bring all 
pupils back and the many plans we had, to use alternate accommodation, were cut short with every new piece of 
guidance from local and central government. In the end we all did what we could with our staff (office, teaching, 
catering, cleaning) all working tirelessly in a new environment with us and our families making the best of the situation.  
The great combination of a brilliant school team and excellent parent partnership with our community has been tangible 
during this period and I give my sincere thanks to you all. 
 
Time to say Goodbye 
I would also like you all to spare a thought for our year six children. There is no question that this year group of children 
has contributed the most to our school and yet, it seems, has been rewarded the least. Every member of our teaching 
staff, whoever taught them, always spoke with great affection for them. They have always been a group of children that 
the teachers loved to be around and have, genuinely, been a treat to teach.  They will be missed. Even under normal 
circumstances their departure would be strongly felt across the school and it has been a great frustration to us all to 
think that we might not be able to say goodbye to them. However, thanks to another great combination of team spirit 
between priests, teaching team, catering team and parents we were allowed an afternoon in the rain to celebrate these 
great children and families with a final mass in the school grounds. Although this was a small event, the significance was 
colossal. Many thanks to every person who went above and beyond to make this happen. These children deserve no less 
for the exemplary contribution to this school. Goodbye and God Bless, Year 6.  
 
Another Goodbye 
Along with the Year 6 departures we also say our farewell to Father Damien who, alongside Father Tony, has been a 
valuable contributor to strengthening the faith of our school.  Although his time has been short, he has left a lasting 
impression. Our children will forever be graced with the memories of his 21st Century homilies, bubbly personality and, 
not least, his dancing to hymns. Goodbye and God Bless, Fr Damien. 
 
Happy Holidays Everyone! 
Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish that you all stay safe, stay well and stay blessed.  As with all our holiday 
periods the children and staff MUST take a very well-earned rest. Everyone will need to feel rested for the return in 
September which leads me to my two final comments.  Firstly, we will be ready for whatever scenario presents itself in 
September to ensure your children are educated safely.   Secondly, no matter what learning has stalled or accelerated 
during lockdown we have every confidence that we will quickly move children’s learning on, so they continue to be their 
best.  I am certain that we will be ready for various scenarios of school operations and children’s learning. 
Happy Holidays Everyone! 
God Bless 
Mr G Hall 
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PPTA Noticeboard 
We will have a pre-owned uniform sale in early 
September. We will let you know when we have one 
organised. Thank you. 
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St James the Less Church 
Our Church will open for Mass next Monday 20th July. 
There will be a maximum number of 50 people allowed in 
the Church for Mass. Just check the Church website or 
facebook page for further information and details. 
 
Farewell to Father Damien 
“FATHER DAMIEN HAS BEEN APPOINTED BY THE BISHOP 
TO BE ASSISTANT PRIEST AT THE PARISH OF THE GOOD 
SAMARITAN, BURNLEY. HE WILL LEAVE ST. JAMES THE 
LESS ON MONDAY, 17th AUGUST 2020. WE HAVE BEEN 
BLESSED BY HIS TIME HERE AS A NEW PRIEST OF THE 
DIOCESE. I AM SURE WE ALL WISH HIM WELL IN THIS 
SECOND APPOINTMENT OF HIS PRIESTHOOD AND ASK 
GOD’S BLESSING ON HIM IN HIS NEW APPOINTMENT.”    
Father Tony 
 
Autumn Term 
School opens on Thursday 3rd September at 8.35am in 
readiness for a 8.45am start. 
 
School Meals 
We are currently providing a choice of sandwiches for our 
school meals and we will continue with this arrangement 
in September. Sandwiches are served with a selection of 
salad eg apple slices, carrot sticks etc. There is also the 
choice of a hot sandwich on some days. Please have a 
look at the menu and make your selection through 
Parentpay in the usual way. The closing date to order 
September meals is 24th August, PLEASE, PLEASE, 
PLEASE do not miss this deadline. Please remember to 
choose meals from Thursday 3rd September. Thank you. 
Sportscool Breakfast Club 
No need to book, starts at 7.30am, cost £3.50 paid direct 
to Sportscool. 
Rumbless Breakfast Club 
Our breakfast club will be available in September, 
opening at 8.15am. Book through iPAL, £1.50 cost per 
session, payable through Parent Pay, includes cereals, 
toast and a drink.   
Free for children who qualify for Pupil Premium Grant. 
After School Club 
This will be available in September, book through iPAL 
and pay through ParentPay. 
Session finishing at 4.30pm is £5, session finishing at 
5.45pm is £7. Price includes a drink and a snack. 

Uniform 2020/2021 
School uniform rules will be relaxed with the minimum  
expectation that children are sent in a plain, white, short-
sleeved polo shirt, and standard grey trousers, skirt or  
pinafore.  
A plain jumper or cardigan of school colours is also accept
able as are the summer dresses some children already  
wear. Pinafores can also be worn in Year 3 as well as in the 
Infant classes. 
Sensible black shoes are still essential. Please consider 
shoe choice carefully: if they have laces children MUST 
be able to tie their own laces, otherwise choose Velcro  
fastenings. Thank you.                                                                                  
PE tops should be school red and can also be without a       
logo. Shirts and ties are NOT need to be worn in any class. 
 
There are no other changes to the uniform policy for     
example haircuts or jewellery 

 

IF YOU ALREADY HAVE OR WISH TO BUY REGULAR  
SCHOOL UNIFORM…. 
Don’t worry, your child can still wear the regular school  
uniform and stocks are available from Ann’s in Bacup. The 
shop is set up with all the socially distancing measures in 
place. 
We expect that our school to be a mixture of uniform with
some children wearing regular uniform and some wearing 
the acceptable alternative. The decision is yours.  
SCHOOL UNIFORM MUST BE WASHED ON A DAILY BASIS. 
 
Long Hair 
All long hair i.e. shoulder length or longer, must be tied 
back. Thank you. 
 

Sportscool Holiday Club 
Just a reminder that Sportscool are running a holiday club 
here at St James the Less through the summer holidays. 
The flyer with all the information can be found on our 
website under calendar. Book direct with Sportscool.  
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