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Year 1 News                                                                         

We have had a great start back in Year 1!                                  

In book week we read “The 

Great Paper Caper” and we had 

to find out who had been cutting 

the trees down! We took 

fingerprints, investigated the 

crime scene and wrote a police 

report. In the courtroom the 

prosecutor questioned the 

culprit but the jury and judge forgave him. 

“In English we have been learning about Peter 

Rabbit! We have been thinking about words that 

describe Peter and decided he is a naughty, 

greedy, mischievous menace! We have been 

writing some amazing sentences retelling the 

story of Peter Rabbit.”  By Arabella 
“In maths we have been counting to and back 

from 100. We have been learning about tens and 

ones and using base ten and ten frames to make 

our numbers. Three tens and two ones make 

thirty-two! One ten and two ones make twelve!”  
By Tommy 
 
“A poet visited us and we wrote our own action 

poem.”  By Isaac H 
“For St Patrick’s Day we 

learned lots of interesting 

facts. St Patrick was born 

in Wales and he went to 

Ireland to tell people 

about God. We made our 

own leprechaun masks 

and shamrocks to 

celebrate!”   By Isla-Grace 

Attendance                                                                                        

If your child is absent you must contact school and leave a 

reason for absence (eg headache, sore throat etc) before 

9.00am on the first day of absence. If your child will be 

arriving to school late, for example, due to medical 

appointment again please inform the office. Some parent/

carers are sharing this information with their child’s teacher 

on class dojo which is great, but please ensure the office are 

informed as they are responsible for documenting the details 

into attendance registers. Thank you. 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                       
I would like us all to take a moment to really celebrate the great 
efforts our children have made during this latest return to 
school in a pandemic. Although it has only been a few weeks 
since their return, they have really amazed us with their attitude 
to learning and behaviour and I can promise you that the extra 
work you have done at home has really helped to maintain the 
momentum of learning. There are so many deserving children 
who have been a credit to you and themselves and this notice is 
to inform you of our plans to reward some of these efforts that 
we noticed during the pandemic. 

Pandemic Rewards                                                                                
A special moment in our history... 

Throughout the lockdown periods we have kept detailed 
records of the efforts of our children and, after detailed 
discussion with all staff, some children really stand out and 
deserve recognition and reward. We have created special 
rewards which will be unique to this period in our school history 
and will not be issued again once we are out of the pandemic. 

The most amazing children from each class will receive :- 

Silver Award - For children who have done everything asked of 
them and have been great ambassadors to our school 
throughout the pandemic. They will receive a special Silver Oval 
Award. 

Gold Award - For those children who did everything, like Silver, 
but went the extra mile in the true spirit of St James the Less 
School. They will receive a special Gold Oval Award. 

Any child who receives a badge should be encouraged to wear it 
at all times in school. It will be a symbol to others of their 
resilience, great attitude to learning and desire to be their best. 
These are the ambassadors of our school. 

Happy Easter                                                                                            
I hope you can all take a special moment this Easter to reflect on 
our team message of awe in our children. They really have made 
us all very proud of the way they have adjusted to school life 
and you should feel proud of the guidance you have given them 
to do so. Easter is an important festival to us which, once again, 
we will not be able to celebrate as normal. However, we have 
much to celebrate in those around us so, please, reflect on our 
great children, those who help them, and have a lovely and 
happy Easter.                                                                                     
God Bless!                                                                                            
Mr G Hall 
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Services during Holy Week & Easter Masses 
Please have a look at St James the Less Church facebook 
page for information on Services and Masses during Holy 
week and the Easter period.  
 
Year 4 Swimming 
The first swimming lesson will be on 14th April. Please 
remember swimming kits! 
 
Year 5 Skiing 
Year 5 will start their skiing lessons on Wednesday 14th 
April These lessons will run up to the summer holiday. 
Please remember skiing kits! 
 
Year 6 Skiing 
Year 6 will resume their skiing lessons on Thursday 15th 
April. These lessons will run up to the summer holiday . 
Please remember skiing kits! 
 
Outdoor Tidy up 
Thank you to all who are helping with our outdoor tidy 
up. All classes are looking forward to spending more time 
on outdoor learning in the summer term.  
 
Ollys Woodland Learning 
During the summer term there will be forest schools/
woodland learning sessions delivered by our expert Olly. 
These will be during the school day and there will be   
further details on class dojo on when these sessions will 
take place and advice on suitable clothing.  
 
Baby News 
Last week Miss Dickinson gave 
birth to her beautiful baby girl—
Grace Louise. We look forward to 
sseing lots of photographs until 
we can see them in person!  
 
 
March Birthdays since School Re-opened 
Happy birthday to Emilia (Rec), Lacey-Lou (Y4),  
Abbey (Y6), Matthew (Y6), Ava (Y5) and Charlotte (Y6). 
Happy birthday also to Nancy (Rec), Lucas 
(Y5), Aayat (Y3), Albert (Y4), Francis (Y1) and 
Charlie (Y2). 
We hope they had a great day. 
 

Children’s Liturgy Group 
The next online children’s liturgy group will be on Sunday 
11th April at 10.30am. It will run for about 20-30 minutes . 
If you and your children would like to join in please email 
Helen: hholmyard@epbitumen.com  
 
Easter Holidays 
School closes on Thursday 1st April at 3.00pm.  
We return on Monday 12th April at 8.35am in  
readiness for 8.45am start.  
 
Date for your Diary 
10.05.21. Reception, Year 1 & Year 6 class photographs. 
 
Former Pupil News 
One of our former pupils, Martha Birtles will be rowing in 
the Oxford University boat race on Easter Sunday. Martha 
is studying English literature at Mansfield College, Oxford. 
She only started rowing when she went to Oxford and it is 
a remarkable achievement to be selected for the team. 
We wish her good luck.  
 
Wellingtons Required 
Do you have any wellingtons your children have grown out 
of or no longer use? If so, we could make good use of 
them. Please just drop them by the school office. Thank 
you. 

PPTA Noticeboard 
Annual General Meeting 
Our AGM will be held via Zoom on Thursday 22nd 
April at 7.30. All are welcome. An invite will be sent 
out closer to the date. We need to elect:  
Chairperson               Secretary                   Treasurer 
A nomination form was emailed out a couple of 
weeks ago, please give these positions some 
thought. Our PPTA are a huge part of our school 
community and they are very much looking forward 
to getting back to doing what they love, having fun 
and raising funds! 
 
Easter Egg Raffle 
Thank you to all who donated eggs & bought  
tickets. We raised £300!! 
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