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St James the Less is OUTSTANDING – Nov 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers 

This letter is to celebrate our recent inspection which was carried out at the end of November by 

three inspectors from the diocese.  The inspection was a Section 48 inspection and here are some 

extracts which have been copied directly from the report:- 

- St James the Less is an outstanding Catholic school 

- pupils feel safe and well cared for and parents offer their heartfelt support 

- Every child spoken to by inspectors told them how happy they are and they all feel loved 

and safe at school  

- The children of St James the Less are clearly so proud of their outstanding Catholic 

school 

- The behaviour of all the children observed in lessons, assemblies, at playtimes and 

around school was never less than excellent 

- All the staff are fantastic role models for the children 

- Lessons are well planned and appropriately differentiated so that children at all ability 

levels can make very good progress 

- Teachers show considerable enthusiasm, skill and self-assurance in their teaching, they 

have high expectations for their pupils 

- Parents are very appreciative of all the staff undertake and are full of praise regarding 

how inclusive they are 

- The links between school and Parish are very strong 

- Outstanding leadership by the headteacher and governing body which is deeply 

appreciated by parents. 

 

I hope you can find time to read the report in its entirety from the school website.  My sincere 

thanks to you all for you continued support which is an essential ingredient in the success of this 

school. 

Kindest 

G Hall (Headteacher)  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE:  School Inspections Explained 

There are 2 new inspection frameworks that are used to judge the quality of schools and both came into 

effect this Autumn 2019.  All state-funded schools will receive an Ofsted inspection (section 5 or 8 inspection) 

and faith schools have an additional inspection which is carried out by the diocese (Section 48 inspection).  

Both types of inspection are substantially different than all previous inspections and take a detailed look at 

what the school offers its children. Our most recent inspection was Section 48 which looks at Catholic Life of 

the School, Religious Education and Collective Worship. Our school has been graded ‘Outstanding’ under this 

new framework. We have not yet been inspected under the new Ofsted inspection framework. 


